Effects of cholecystokinin octapeptide sulphate ester and unsulphated cholecystokinin octapeptide on active avoidance behaviour in rats.
The effects of peripherally administered cholecystokinin octapeptide sulphate ester and its unsulphated form on the active avoidance behaviour of rats were studied. The acquisition of avoidance behaviour was impaired, while extinction was facilitated, following cholecystokinin octapeptide sulphate ester or unsulphated cholecystokinin octapeptide treatment. These peptides had no action on open-field activity. It is concluded that peripherally administered cholecystokinin octapeptide influences acquisition and extinction of active avoidance behaviour and this effect is unrelated to general motor activity of the animals.